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1 Comments and Responses Report 

In terms of NEMA procedures for the investigation, assessment, and communication of the potential impacts 

of activities on the environment must, inter alia, ensure, with respect to every application for environmental 

authorisation: 

• coordination and cooperation between organs of state in the consideration of assessments where an 

activity falls under the jurisdiction of more than one organ of state; 

• that the findings and recommendations flowing from an investigation, the general objectives of 

integrated environmental management laid down in the NEMA and the principles of environmental 

management set out in Section 2 of the NEMA are taken into account in any decision made by an 

organ of state in relation to any proposed policy, programme, process, plan or project; consequences 

or impacts; and 

• public information and participation procedures which provide all interested and affected parties, 

including all organs of state in all spheres of government that may have jurisdiction over any aspect of 

the activity, with a reasonable opportunity to participate in those information and participation 

procedures. 

 

The Public Participation Process (PPP) plays a significant role in the Environmental Authorisation process. The 

following requirements and recommendations on the public participation process to be followed for this 

project is outlined below:  

 

Recommendations / Requirement: EAP Response: 

A public participation process (“PPP”) that meets the requirements of Regulation 

41 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended) must be undertaken.  

Complete 

A period of at least 30 days must be provided to all potential or registered 

interested and affected parties to submit comments on the BAR and EMPr. 

Complete 

In terms of Section 24O (2) and (3) of NEMA and Regulations 7(2) and 43(2) of the 

EIA Regulations, 2014, any State Department that administers a law relating to a 

matter affecting the environment relevant to the application must be requested to 

comment within 30 days.  

All relevant and potentially 

affected parties have been 

notified and comments have 

been requested. 

The Environmental Assessment Practitioner (“EAP”) is responsible for such 

consultation. Therefore, it is requested that the EAP include proof of such 

notification to the relevant State Departments in terms of Section 24O (2) and (3) 

of NEMA in the BAR, where appropriate. It is advised that the I&APs must be 

afforded a minimum of three (3) calendar days from the date of notification before 

the 30-day commenting period on the Basic Assessment Report. 

Noted, please see Appendix C for 

proof of notification. 

When notifying I&APs of the application the minimum information to be provided 

in a notice, which include placing an advertisement or fixing a notice board, must 

contain, inter alia, whether a Basic Assessment or Scoping & EIR process is to be 

followed and information on how to register as an I&AP.  

Complete 

A register of I&APs must be opened, maintained and made available to any person 

requesting access to the register in writing. The register must also be submitted 

together with the BAR. 

Complete 

In accordance with Regulation 7(2), the EAP must consult with every Organ of State 

that administers a law relating to a matter affecting the environment relevant to 

that application. The EAP must notify such Organ of State, including the Competent 

Complete 
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Authority, in writing and provide them with a copy of the Basic Assessment Report. 

Note: Proof of the notification and contact details of such Organs of State must 

accompany the report that is submitted to the Competent Authority. 

The EAP must record and respond to all comments received. The comments and 

responses must be captured in a Comments and Responses Report and must also 

include a description of the public participation process followed and this report 

must also be included in the public participation information to be attached to the 

final Basic Assessment Report.  The objectives are outlined below. 

Complete 

 

1.1 Objectives and Approach 

The overall aim of the Public Participation Process (PPP) is to ensure that all Interested and Affected Parties 

(I&AP’s) have adequate opportunity to provide input on the process and proposed project activities. More 

specifically, the objectives of the PPP are as follows: 

• Identify all potential I&AP’s and notify each I&AP of the proposed project and of the Basic Assessment 

process; 

• Provide an opportunity for I&AP’s to raise issues and concerns or comment on the proposal of the 

project; 

• Provide an opportunity for the EAP to engage with the I&AP’s regarding their views or opinions 

towards the project; 

• Provide an on-going conversation about key issues regarding the project and enable an inter-

disciplinary approach towards involving the I&AP’s; and 

• Provide an opportunity for I&AP’s to review the draft BAR prior to its finalisation.  

1.2 Public Participation Activities 

The Public Participation Process that was undertaken to solicit public opinion regarding the proposed activities 

has included the following activities so far: 

• One Newspaper Advertisement/ Legal Notice (English) of the proposed activities published in “The 

Herald” newspaper on 24 May 2024 (Appendix B); 

• Placement of two A2 on-site notice boards on 24 May 2024 (Appendix B); 

• The Background Information Document (BID) and invitation to comment on the proposed project was 

sent to organs of state on 24 May 2024 (Appendix B), 

• Distribution of the Notification letter on 24 May 2024 to all identified Interested and Affected Parties 

(IAP’s), and stakeholders. A copy of the letter is attached in Appendix B, and the list of registered IAP’s 

and authorities is given in Appendix A; 

• Correspondence with interested and affected parties are attached in Appendix C. 

• Collation of public and IAP comments on the notification email and adverts, including responses to 

these issues (see comments and responses summary in section 1.6 and Registration forms as well as 

email correspondence in Appendix C); 

• Inclusion of original correspondence from IAP’s (Appendix C); 

• Preparation of a Consult and draft BAR for the EA process; 

• Distribution of the Draft BAR for review by IAP’s, and submission to relevant authorities; 

• Provision of a 30-day comment period on the Draft BAR; 
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The activities that will be undertaken during the application process include the following: 

• Distribution of the Executive Summary to all IAP’s registered for this process; and 

• Distribution of the Final BAR for public review, and submission to relevant authorities for comment.  

• Submission of the Final BAR to DEDEAT for approval and a decision regarding environmental 

authorisation for the planned development. 

1.3 DEDEAT Communication & Activities 

• 18/09/2024 - Application form submitted to the DEDEAT. 

• 19/09/2024 - Acknowledgement of receipt of submission of Application Form was received from Ms 

Charmaine Struwig.  

• 19/09/2024 - DEDEAT reference was communicated as ECm1/C/LN1&3/M/44-2024.  

• 04/10/2024 – DEDEAT confirmed receipt of email submission of Draft BAR on 02 October 2024. 

DEDEAT also confirmed receipt of the hard copy of the draft BAR. 

• 11/11/2024 – DEDEAT submitted comments on the draft BAR to the EAP. 

• 26/11/2024 – DEDEAT confirmed via email that comments have been adequately addressed and that 

they do not require any additional information. 

 

All correspondence with DEDEAT is attached at the end of Appendix C.  
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1.4 Notification to the Public regarding the Project 

1.4.1 Newspaper Adverts 

The newspaper advert was placed in English in The Herald” newspaper on 24 May 2024. Full clipping is 

attached in Appendix B. 

   

Figure 1: PPP Advertisement 
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1.4.2 A2 Site notices  

Two A2 size colour notice boards were fixed in two different locations adjacent to the site.  

 

 
Figure 2: A2 Site Notice Boards – Locations 

 

Site Notice Latitude: Longitude: Facing: Viewing Detail: 

1 33°56'3.89"S  25°29'25.73"E NE Facing Burchel Road 

2  33°56'4.99"S  25°29'27.04"E  NE  Facing Burchel Road 

 

The two official Notice Signs were erected next to the corner of Blumberg Road and Merle Road facing 

northeast and corner of Chopin Road facing east. Notice sign 1 was placed strategically, visible to cars and 

pedestrians traveling/turning along the Blumberg Road and turning into Merle Road and notice sign 2 was 

placed strategically on the corner of the Chopin Road, visible to cars and pedestrians traveling/turning along 

the road uphill.  These signs are all M-Foam PVC Foam Boards printed with industrial grade ink. The signs were 

erected in areas where vehicles or pedestrians could safely stop to read the signs. 
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Figure 3: Notice Sign 1 in detail 

 
Figure 4: Notice Sign 1 location  

 
Figure 5: Notice Sign 2 in detail 

 

Figure 6: Notice Sign 2 location 

 

1.5 Availability of Basic Assessment Report  

Printed copies of this report will be made available for public review on request, copies are also available at 

our offices. The report can also be accessed as an electronic copy on the Engineering Advice and Services’ 

webpage via the ‘Public Documents’ link: www.easemp.co.za. Should a person or organisation not have the 

means to download or access the report and its related documents online, other methods will be utilised.  

 

Comments on the Consult BAR will be addressed appropriately through formal written means and 

incorporated into the Final BAR  

1.6 Registered Interested and Affected Parties and Issues Raised 

A list of registered IAP’s, relevant authorities, and stakeholders is included in Appendix A.  

1.7 Summary of Comments and Responses from Organs of State 

Comments received from the authorities. Please see table on the next page summarising the comments 

received as well as the responses thereto 

http://www.easemp.co.za/
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Date Sent from: Sent to: Content of communication: Response: 

2024/06/19 Ayanda Mncwabe-

Mama - ECPHRA 

EAS Requested  

1. ECPHRA Requires NID, Heritage Impact Assessment & 

Proof of Payment  

2. A SAHRIS case must be registered for the 

development/project. 

Thank you for your email. The NID will be submitted in due 

course. 

2024/11/11 Andiswa Mhlaba- 

Environmental Officer 

DEDEAT 

EAS 1. You are hereby informed that the Draft BAR has been 

reviewed by the Department. In this regard one specific 

issue that has not been adequately addressed in the 

DBAR is the fact that the entire site is located within a 

Critical Biodiversity Area as mapped in the Nelson 

Mandela Bay Bioregional Plan.  

1.1 The impact that the proposed development may 

have on terrestrial biodiversity is not adequately 

and comprehensively addressed in the DBAR and 

the layout seems to cover most of the site. 

1.2 Furthermore, it would have been appropriate to 

consider a biodiversity offset bearing in mind that 

the vegetation type found on site is critically 

endangered which implies that no further loss 

should be considered / allowed and that the land 

use guidelines in the NMB Bioregional Plan 

indicates that CBA’s need to maintain their natural 

structure and ecosystem functioning. 

2. There is also no confirmation from the NMBM that all 

services are available to service the proposed 

development. A written confirmation from the 

Municipality confirming that all services are available 

must be attached in the FBAR.  

3. The Department therefore requires that this be 

comprehensively assessed and addressed with due 

1. The site does not fall within Critical Biodiversity Area 

as mapped in the Nelson Mandela Bay Bioregional 

Plan. Please see CBA Map within Appendix A of the 

Draft Basic Assessment Report which will also be 

contained in the Final Basic Assessment Report. For 

ease of reference we have also attached the map 

with this correspondence. 

1.1 No intact patches of vegetation indicative of 

Algoa Sandstone Fynbos were identified by the 

Terrestrial Biodiversity Specialist. Thus, no part 

or portion of the site was identified by the 

specialist as High sensitivity or as No-Go areas. 

Therefore, the layout of the proposed 

development did not consider alternative 

options to conserve highly sensitive 

environments. See extract from the conclusions 

of the Biodiversity Assessment (Colloty, 2024) 

“During this assessment, no sensitive habitats 

were observed and thus it is envisaged that all of 

the impacts would remain LOW (with mitigation) 

and that the overall residual impacts would be 

VERY LOW.” The Terrestrial Biodiversity Impact 

assessment thus covered the potential impact 

that the proposed development might have on 

terrestrial biodiversity adequately and 

comprehensively as per the NEMA EIA Protocol 
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Date Sent from: Sent to: Content of communication: Response: 

consideration given to an appropriate biodiversity 

offset.  

4. The EAP is advised to remain aware of the 90-day 

timeframe for submission of the Final Report as 

contained within the 2014 Regulations, which period 

will lapse on 13 January 2025. All requirements as 

contained in Appendix 1 of the 2014 EIA Regulations 

must be addressed in the FBAR.  

5. The Environmental Assessment Practitioner is required 

to notify and inform the applicant in writing that the 

activity may not commence prior to an environmental 

authorisation being granted by the competent 

authority. 

6. You are reminded that the Department reserves its right 

to request any additional information / provide further 

comment for consideration once the Final Basic Report 

has been received and reviewed. Any such requests will 

provide you with a deadline for submission of such 

information failing which the Department will make a 

decision based on the information at its disposal at the 

time. 

for the specialist assessment and minimum 

report content requirement for environmental 

impacts on terrestrial biodiversity. 

1.2 The site is not classified as a CBA according to 

Nelson Mandela Bay Bioregional Plan. The site is 

listed as Algoa Sandstone Fynbos (Critically 

Endangered), however, as indicated in the 

specialist report and as confirmed by the 

specialist on 11 November 2024 via email; 

“During the two site visits conducted, it was clear 

that the site was heavily disturbed, both in the 

past (evidence of old homes and walls) and 

currently by dense alien vegetation, cattle 

grazing and dumping. Therefore, none of the 

indicator fynbos species other than a few 

remaining bulbs were observed. This coupled to 

the fire in 2014, and again in 2023/2024 has led 

to a grass dominated site, allowing the dense 

growth of Alien Acacias.” Further the site is 

locally fragmented from any other natural 

corridors or areas that are not already developed 

or earmarked for development. The site does not 

contain any potential for conservation or 

rehabilitation considering the current state of 

the site and the future development envisaged 

for the vacant sites around this site.  

2. There is confirmation from the NMBM that all 

services are available within Appendix G1 and G2 of 

Draft Basic Assessment Report which will also be 

contained in the Final Basic Assessment Report. 
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Date Sent from: Sent to: Content of communication: Response: 

3. Considering the outcomes of the Biodiversity Report 

(Colloty, 2024), the overall residual impacts would be 

Very Low and therefore a biodiversity offset was not 

deemed applicable (according to page 28 of the 

National Biodiversity Offset Guideline), especially 

considering the site is not located within a CBA. 

4. Noted, the Final Basic Assessment Report will be 

submitted prior to the 13th of January 2025. Upon 

confirmation form the department that their 

comments have been adequately addressed, we 

would like to submit the FBAR as soon as possible.  

5. Noted. 

6. Noted. 

2024/11/11 Andiswa Mhlaba- 

Environmental Officer 

DEDEAT 

EAS Please note that the Reponses to the comments are 

acknowledged, 

All the Responses to the comments have been adequately 

addressed and no additional information is required by the 

Department. However, comments and responses must be 

incorporated into the FBAR. 
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1.8 Summary of Comments and Responses 

Comments have been received from Interested and Affected Parties. Please see the table on the next page 

summarising the comments received as well as the responses thereto. 
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Date Sent from: Sent to: Content of communication: Response: 

29/05/2024 Mr Asanda Siloti – 

Phontshi Trading 

EAS Registered as IAP – As a resident and home owner in this 

area I would like to see more young people being given 

employment and better opportunities.  

Registered on the database.  

09/07/2024 Bulelwa Madlingozi  EAS Registered as IAP  Registered on the database.  

09/07/2024 Mr Xolani Tokota EAS Registered as IAP  Registered on the database.  
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2 Appendices  
 

2.1. Appendix A - List of Interested and Affected Parties 

 

2.2. Appendix B – Notifications  

2.2.1. Newspaper Notice 

2.2.2. Notice Sign 

2.2.3. Background Information Document (BID)  

2.2.4. Notification Letter 1 

2.2.5. Delivery Notification of Neighbouring Landowners 

 

2.3. Appendix C – I&AP Registration Forms and Correspondence  

2.3.1 Registration forms  

2.3.2 Email Correspondence  

2.3.3 DEDEAT Correspondence  
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2.1 Appendix A - List of Interested and Affected Parties 

 

NAME OCCUPATION/AFFILIATION 
TELEPHONE NUMBER | 

POSTAL ADDRESS  
EMAIL ADDRESS 

GOVERNMENT I&AP’s 

Andries Struwig 

(Assistant Director) 

Eastern Cape Department: 

Economic Development, 

Environmental Affairs & 

Tourism (DEDEAT) 

041 508 5808 

Private Bag X5001, 

Greenacres, Port Elizabeth, 

6057 

Andries.Struwig@dedea.gov.za  

Jeff Govender 

(Regional Director) 

041 508 5800 

Private Bag X5001, 

Greenacres, Port Elizabeth, 

6057 

dayalan.govender@dedea.gov.za  

Charmaine Struwig 

083 399 7612 
Cnr Athol Fugard Terrace & 

Castle Hill, Central, Port 
Elizabeth  

6001 

Charmaine.Mostert@dedea.gov.za 

Andiswa Mhlaba  

Sarah Baartman/NMB 

Regional Office, Port 

Elizabeth 

Andiswa.Mhlaba@dedea.gov.za 

Riyadh Casoojee 

066 486 8376  

Corner Athol Fugard 

Terrace & Castle Hill Street 

Central Port Elizabeth, 

6057  

Riyadh.Casoojee@dedea.gov.za 

Monde Manga  EC Department of Transport 

Private Bag X 0023, 

Bhisho, 5605, Eastern 

Cape 

Monde.Manga@ectransport.gov.za 

Mr M C Mafani Dept of Transport (ECDoT) 
 

 
mzi.mafani@ectransport.gov.za  

Ayanda 

MaMncwabe Mama 

Eastern Cape Provincial 

Heritage Resources Authority 

(ECPHRA) 

 amncwabe@gmail.com 

Adv. Lungisa 

Malgas (Chief 

Executive Office) 

South African Heritage 

Resources Agency (SAHRA) 

021 462 4502 

P.O. Box 4637, Cape Town, 

8000 

lmalgas@sahra.org.za 

Bahlekile Keikelame 

Department of Rural 

Development and Land 

Reform (DRDLR) 

082 377 8295/ 

043 700 7000 
Bahlekile.keikelame@drdlr.gov.za 

Siphokazi Ndudane  

(0) 40602 5006/7 

10th Floor Dukumbana 

Building Independence 

Avenue BHISHO, 5606 

Siphokazi.Ndudane@drdar.gov.za 

Ms Thabile 

Mehlomakhulu 

Eastern Cape Department: 

Rural Development & Land 

Reform 

043 700 7030 

P.O. Box 1958, East 

London, 5200 

thabile.mehlomakhulu@drdlr.gov.za 

Babalwa Layini 

Department:Agriculture 

Forestry, Fisheries & 

Environment (DAFFE) 

0637504427 

Private Bag X12998, 

Centrahil, Port Elizabeth, 

6006 

babalwaL@dffe.gov.za 

mailto:Andries.Struwig@dedea.gov.za
mailto:dayalan.govender@dedea.gov.za
mailto:mzi.mafani@ectransport.gov.za
mailto:thabile.mehlomakhulu@drdlr.gov.za
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NAME OCCUPATION/AFFILIATION 
TELEPHONE NUMBER | 

POSTAL ADDRESS  
EMAIL ADDRESS 

041 407 4003 

Private Bag X12998, 

Centrahil, Port Elizabeth, 

6006 

Nomantombazana 

Gazi 
nomantombazanaG@dffe.gov.za 

Mzukisi Maneli 
Department: Water & 

Sanitation (DWS) 

041 501 0740 

Private Bag X6041, Port 

Elizabeth 6000 

manelim@dws.gov.za 

Portia Makhanya: 

Chief Director 

Department: Water & 

Sanitation (DWS) 

043) 604 5400 

Private Bag X7485 

KING WILLIAM'S TOWN 

5600 

MakhanyaP@dws.gov.za 

Ms. Londeka 

Jilimane 

Eastern Cape Parks and & 

Tourism Agency (ECPTA) 
 Londeka.Jilimane@ecpta.co.za 

HOD Thandolwethu 

L. Manda 

Eastern Cape Dept of Roads 

and Public Works (DRPW) 

060 9600 473/040 602 

4244 

Qhasana Building, 

Independence Ave 5605, 

Bhisho, Eastern Cape, 

Privare Bag X0022 

Thandolwethu.Manda@ecdpw.gov.za 

hod.office@ecdpw.gov.za 

MS. Itumeleng 

Felicity Ranyele 
NMBM - Roads and Transport 

041 505 4420 / 

082 303 5664 

Room 309, 3rd Floor, 

Noninzi Luzipho Building, 

Central, Port Elizabeth, 

6001 

itumelengranyele@gmail.com / 

jsampson@mandelametro.gov.za 

Mkhuseli John Jack 

NMBM - Economic 

Development Tourism and 

Agriculture  

084 490 4179 idspe@iafrica.com 

John Mervyn 

Mitchell  

NMBM - Infrastructure and 

Engineering 
084 742 7014 stagmitchell@gmail.com 

Buyiswa Deliwe 

NMBM - Manager: 

Environmental Health (Air & 

Noise Pollution) 

 bhumani@mandelametro.gov.za 

Joram Mkosana 
NMBM -  Director 

Environmental Management 
 jmkosana@mandelametro.gov.za 

Pamela Howes 
NMBM -  Secretary: 

Environmental Management 

041 506 5464 

15th Floor, Lilian Diedericks 

Building 

196-200 Govan Mbeki 

Avenue, Central 

Port Elizabeth, 6000 

phowes@mandelametro.gov.za  

Andre de Ridder 
NMBM - Senior Director: Fire 

& Emergency Services 

041 585 2311 

1st Floor, South End Fire 

Station 

South End, Port Elizabeth, 

6001 

aderidde@mandelametro.gov.za  

Mthulisi Msimanga 
NMBM – Director: Land Use 

and Management 

041 506 1095 

3rd Floor, Lillian Diedericks 

Building (Brister House), 

Central 

mmsimanga@mandelametro.gov.za  

mailto:manelim@dws.gov.za
mailto:Thandolwethu.Manda@ecdpw.gov.za
mailto:itumelengranyele@gmail.com
mailto:phowes@mandelametro.gov.za
mailto:aderidde@mandelametro.gov.za
mailto:mmsimanga@mandelametro.gov.za
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NAME OCCUPATION/AFFILIATION 
TELEPHONE NUMBER | 

POSTAL ADDRESS  
EMAIL ADDRESS 

Port Elizabeth, 6000 

Schalk Potgieter NMBM - Strategic Planning   spotgiet@mandelametro.gov.za 

Noxolo Nqwazi  
NMBM - Chief Operating 

Officer - Acting City Manager 

041 506 3209 

City Hall, 1st Floor, Market 

Square , 32 Govan Mbeki 

Avenue, Port Elizabeth, 

6001 

 

cm@mandelametro.gov.za 

Maryka du Plessis 
NMBM - Secretary to Director: 

Integrated Development Plan 

041 505 4530 

Ground Floor, Noninzi 

Luzipho Building 

Central, Port Elizabeth, 

6001 

idpoffice@mandelametro.gov.za  

Jill Miller 
NMBM – Environmental 

Management 

 
jmiller@mandelametro.gov.za 

Joram Mkosana 
NMBM – Environmental 

Management 

 
jmkosana@mandelametro.gov.za 

Nyasha 

Chamburuka  

NMBM – Town Planning  
nchamburuka@mandelametro.gov.za 

Allister Jordan  
NMBM – Acting Director 

Properties and Planning 

041 506 3498 
ajordan@mandelametro.gov.za 

Vernon Nolan 

Boggenpoel 
Ward 12 Councillor 

064 870 5454/ 041 457 

2963 

19 Saliehout street, 

Malabar, Port Elizabeth 

ward12@mandelametro.gov.za   

REGISTERED I&APS 

Asanda Siloti  078 594 1277 asandas9@gmail.com 

Bulelwa Madlingozi  078 6454 820 bulelwa.madlingozi@gmail.com 

Xolani Tokota  0609751431 xtokota@gmail.com 

    

NEIGHBOURING LANDOWNERS 

Kahn Properties   admin@kahnproperties.co.za 

 

  

mailto:idpoffice@mandelametro.gov.za
mailto:ward12@mandelametro.gov.za
mailto:asandas9@gmail.com
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2.2 Appendix B - Notifications 

2.2.1 Newspaper Notice 
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2.2.2 Notice Sign 
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2.2.3 Background Information Document (BID) 
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2.2.4 Notification Letter 1 
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2.3 Appendix C - I&AP Registration Forms and Correspondence 

 

2.3.1 A – Registration Forms 

 
 



20 
 

2.3.2 B – Email Correspondence  
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2.3.3 C – DEDEAT Correspondence 
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